To:  Hiatt,  Gerald[Hiatt.Gerald@epa.gov];  Black,  Ned[Black. Ned@epa.gov] 

From:  Harris-Bishop,  Rusty 

Sent:  Fri  8/14/2015  4:15:52  AM 

Subject:  Fwd:  RELEASE:  EPA  Statement  on  Data  from  New  Mexico  to  Navajo  Nation  from  Gold  King 

Mine  Release 


Sent  from  my  iPhone 
Begin  forwarded  message: 


From:  "U.S.  EPA  Media  Relations"  <noreply-subscriptions@epa.gov> 

Date:  August  13,  2015  at  6:43:27  PM  MDT 

To:  <Harris-Bishop.Rustv@epa.gov> 

Subject:  RELEASE:  EPA  Statement  on  Data  from  New  Mexico  to  Navajo  Nation  from 
Gold  King  Mine  Release 


CONTACT: 

press@epa.qov 

(970)  812-3351 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

August  13,  2015 


EPA  Statement  on  Data  from  New  Mexico  to  Navajo 
Nation  from  Gold  King  Mine  Release 

FARMINGTON,  NM  - Today,  EPA  is  releasing  additional  water  quality  data  from  Aug.  7 to  Aug.  8, 
2015  for  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  Rivers  from  the  Northern  Border  of  New  Mexico  to  Navajo 
Nation.  Based  upon  the  surface  water  sample  results  in  New  Mexico  surface  water  concentrations 
are  trending  toward  pre-event  conditions. 

To  assess  the  impacts  of  the  release  at  the  Gold  King  Mine,  water  quality  samples  were  collected 
from  the  Northern  Border  of  New  Mexico  to  Navajo  Nation  at  numerous  intervals  beginning  on  Aug. 
7,2015.  Samples  were  taken  prior  to  the  plume’s  arrival  to  establish  a baseline  for  water  quality 
comparisons.  Each  surface  water  sample  was  analyzed  for  24  metals,  including  arsenic,  cadmium, 
lead  and  mercury. 

Surface  water  samples  were  collected  on  Friday,  August  7,  2015,  at  four  (4)  locations  prior  to  arrival 
of  the  plume  along  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  Rivers  in  New  Mexico.  On  Saturday,  August  8,  2015, 
nine  (9)  locations  were  sampled  after  arrival  of  the  plume. 

EPA  has  continued  to  take  additional  samples  to  document  the  change  in  the  concentration  of 
metals  in  the  river.  EPA  has  shared  this  data  with  state,  local  and  tribal  officials  in  New  Mexico  to 
assist  them  in  their  decisions  regarding  the  on-going  use  of  water  resources.  These  results  are 
based  on  validated  sampling  data  collected  from  Aug.  7 to  Aug.  8,  2015. 

Find  a link  to  the  data  here:  Region  6 Surface  Water  Summary  Table  Release 
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For  additional  information  on  the  response  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  release 

www.epa.gov/qoldkingmine 

R206 


If  you  would  rather  not  receive  future  communications  from  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  let  us  know  by  clicking  here 
Environmental  Protection  Agency,  1200  Pennsylvania  Avenue  NW,  Washington,  DC  20460  United  States 
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